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Andrew W. Mellon Predoctoral Fellowship (Mellon Fellowship)

All nominees must be within the nominating program’s departmental standard years of funding during
the 2026-2027 academic year. Geology offers 5 years of funding: if you are a Year 5 PHD student in
2025-2026 you will not be eligible as you will be entering year 6 in 2026-2027. A stipend will be awarded
for the 2026- 2027 academic year for an amount that is at least the two-term TF rate (currently $24,392
for the 2025- 2026 AY). Due to the current graduate union negotiations (status quo), university stipend
rates will remain unchanged for AY2025-26 and will be advertised at the same levels for AY2026-27.

The fellowship also includes a tuition scholarship and health care for the duration of the appointment.
Mellon Fellows are expected to engage in full-time dissertation research during the period of their
fellowship (this may include working on a proposal or overview before advancing to candidacy). No
additional duties will be permitted or required.

Please submit the following directly to Francesca Sirianni (frs38@pitt.edu):
¢ C.V. (no more than two pages)

» Research proposal/sample (no more than three pages double-spaced not including references); must
mention any previous competitive fellowship support if applicable

 Copy of current academic record/transcript

Once you are notified that you were selected as one of our nominees is when | will need the letters of
recommendation. You can definitely inform any of your prospective recommenders that you may be
asking them for a letter but | do not need them submitted by the 15th. Instructions about the letters are
below:

¢ Three recommendation letters (these must be emailed directly to me: frs38@pitt.edu)

Please note: Letters of recommendation should be of reasonable length — no more than two single-
spaced pages and preferably shorter. Long letters, apart from being less likely to be read as carefully,
can make it seem as if the recommender is more invested and knowing about the project than the
student whose statement is limited to three double-spaced pages. Letters should assess the originality
and potential impact of a student’s research and the feasibility of completion within the fellowship
period if the fellowship is for the final year in program and highlight pivotal factors in the nominee’s
background, progress, productivity, and accomplishments.

Applications are due by: January 9th, 2026.



