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Course Syllabus Jump to Today 

Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Fri Sep 5, 2025   Discussion - Module 1 Readings and Videos due by 9am

Fri Sep 12, 2025
  Semester Group Project Discussion due by 6pm

  Assignment 1 - Short wri!ng due by 11:59pm

Fri Sep 19, 2025

  Ques!ons/Comments on Colonialism and
Race Material due by 10am

  Ques!ons/Comments on Gender & Class
Material due by 11:59pm

Fri Sep 26, 2025   Assignment 2 - Social Movement or
Organiza!on due by 11:59pm

Fri Oct 3, 2025   Assignment 3 - United Na!ons Sustainable
Development Goals due by 11:59pm

Fri Oct 17, 2025   Module 3 Discussion due by 9am

Fri Oct 24, 2025   Module 4 Discussion - Redlining,
Gentrifica!on, and Development due by 10am

Fri Oct 31, 2025
  Module 5 - Air Quality Discussion due by 10am

  Assignment 4-Gentrifica!on in Pi"sburgh due by 11:59pm

Fri Nov 7, 2025   Module 5 - Water Quality Discussion due by 10am

Fri Nov 14, 2025   Assignment - Air or Water Quality due by 11:59pm

Fri Nov 21, 2025   Module 6 - Food Jus!ce Discussion due by 10am

Fri Nov 28, 2025
  Food Access due by 11:59pm

  Buffalo Creek Disaster due by 11:59pm

Fri Dec 5, 2025   Module 7 - Environmental Jus!ce Today due by 11:59pm

Fri Dec 12, 2025   6-8 page final paper due by 11:59pm

Mon Dec 15, 2025   Group Project Assessment due by 11:59pm

 Edit

GEOL 1316/2316: Environmental Jus!ce

Fall 2025

 

Dra! Syllabus – Subject to change from student input

Class Mee!ngs: [Friday, 10:00am-12:30pm] SRCC 214

1x week (2.5hr); this allows for field trips within the city and deep thinking for conversa!ons and project work

Instructor: Professor Patrick D. Shirey, M.S., J.D., Ph.D. (pds25@pi".edu)

 

Drop-in Hours: 205 SRCC if office door is open or by appointment

 

Course Recogni!on: This course and syllabus developed from a group project of four students, Dahlia Edwards, Xavier Johnson,
Hope Matyas, and Debra Sco". The instructor has the honor and privilege to teach this course in the Environmental Studies
Program for the Department of Geology and Environmental Science at the University of Pi"sburgh. 

 

Course Descrip!on

What is Environmental Jus!ce (EJ)? How does this change our approach to the environment and environmental issues? This
seminar course will introduce students to environmental jus!ce (EJ) theory and frameworks for analyzing environmental inequi!es.
We will explore the historical, social, poli!cal, and economic causes for dispropor!onate environmental burdens. The course is
organized into seven topic modules. The first three will focus on the history of the environmental movement, EJ theory, and
intersec!onal environmentalism in order to situate EJ within US environmentalism. Four to six will examine specific EJ issues –
housing, food security, air and water quality – and focus on SWPA and Pi"sburgh communi!es as case studies, learning how
communi!es are impacted and the ac!ons being taken to promote the wellbeing of communi!es. The seventh and final module will
address the current state of the environmental movement and EJ ini!a!ves.

Course A"ributes: Diversity-AS

Prerequisites: None

 

Course Objec!ves

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand how race, income, class, gender, and other iden!!es intersect with environmental issues.
2. Iden!fy factors that contribute to disparate environmental burdens.
3. Analyze case studies using an environmental jus!ce framework.
4. Evaluate the effec!veness of past and present governments, industries, and communi!es approaches to addressing or solving EJ

issues.

 

Course Expecta!ons

Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage with the materials. All readings and assignments listed in the course
schedule should be completed before class, unless the instructor specifies otherwise. As a seminar class, par!cipa!on in discussions
will be a key component of this class and central to learning the materials. Our knowledge and experiences of the world are shaped
by race, na!onality, class, income, gender, sexual orienta!on, and more. These differences are likely to arise as we discuss this class’
materials; therefore, students are expected to listen to and respect their peers’ opinions, iden!!es, and experiences.

A"endance: I believe every student has the capacity to excel in this course if they a"end class. Please make effort to a"end class
sessions as missing one class is the equivalent of missing 3 sessions of a course scheduled for MWF. If you are not able to a"end,
please let me know. You will be responsible for comple!ng material shared on Canvas and all assignments to receive a final grade in
this course. Because a!endance is cri"cal for both individual and group progress, students missing more than two classes will be
deducted a grade scale step for each addi"onal miss from their final grade. 

 

Required Texts

The Buffalo Creek Disaster (Stern), ISBN: 9780307388490 

All addi!onal readings, videos, etc. will be uploaded to Canvas or be available to students through the University of Pi"sburgh
Library System (ULS).

 

Assignments

A"endance & Par!cipa!on 15%

Post two discussion ques!ons or comments on the class’ Canvas Discussion Board no later than 2 hours before class. Ques!ons
will be used during in-class discussions.
Contribute material to enhance learning by your classmates. Environmental Jus!ce issues are in the news on a regular basis.

Assignments 40%

1-2 page double-spaced papers answering a prompt due at the end of each module
In addi!on to the modules, a"end an event/volunteer with local organiza!ons working on environmental jus!ce issues and
complete a 1-page summary of what you did and learned, or complete a 2 page paper analyzing EJ issues in your neighborhood
and what ac!ons you and your neighbors can take to confront these issues. 

Group Project 25%

The class will work as a group to choose a topic they are interested in exploring in depth

Final Paper (Final/research) 20%

Undergraduate students (GEOL 1316) 6-8 pages using EJ to analyze an environmental issue not discussed in depth during class,
discussing interna!onal EJ topics, or providing an analysis and proposed solu!on(s) to an EJ problem in a Pi"sburgh
neighborhood
Graduate students (GEOL 2316) View your paper as an opportunity for supplementary disserta!on chapter on an EJ issue
related to your area of research, or other appropriate paper topic

 

Grading Scale

 

A+ = 97-100

A  = 93-96

A- = 90-92

B+ = 87-89

B = 83-86

B- = 80-82

C+ = 77-79

C = 73-76

C- = 70-72

D+ = 67-69

D = 63-66

D- = 60-62

F = 0-59

 

Academic Integrity Statement

Chea!ng/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of viola!ng the University of Pi"sburgh Policy on Academic Integrity,
from the February 1974 Senate Commi"ee on Tenure and Academic Freedom reported to the Senate Council, will be required to
par!cipate in the outlined procedural process as ini!ated by the instructor. A minimum sanc!on of a zero score for the assignment
will be imposed. Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pi"sburgh’s Policy on Academic Integrity.
View the complete policy at h"ps://www.policy.pi".edu/sites/default/files/Policies/Academic/Policy_AC39.pdf 

 

Some Use of Genera!ve AI Permi"ed Under Explicit Assignment Circumstances or With Explicit Permission

During this class, we may use Genera!ve AI tools such as ChatGPT and Gemini. You will be informed as to when, where, and how
these tools are permi"ed to be used, along with guidance for a"ribu!on. Unless expressed in the assignment instruc!ons,
genera!ve AI should not be used by a student for wri"en assignments. Any use outside of this permission cons!tutes a viola!on of
Pi"’s Guidelines on Academic Integrity [PDF].

AI tools can assist people in their work, especially for tasks including brainstorming, gathering general informa!on about a basic
topic, rephrasing, coding and forma%ng. Refining your prompts to make an answer useful and high quality is an emerging skill that
we all need to prac!ce. However, AI works best for topics you are already familiar with – not ones you are learning, like
Environmental Jus!ce. Why?  Because if you are already familiar with the topic, you can more easily sort out what is correct and
what is incorrect. If you do not have such founda!onal knowledge, it’s very easy to be led to the wrong conclusion by AI. In
addi!on, the energy required to execute AI tasks may dispropor!onately burden Environmental Jus!ce communi!es with air
pollu!on and water consump!on. A module for this class will ask you to think cri!cally about these consequences, especially in
rural and urban communi!es of Pennsylvania and the Appalachian Region that have been dispropor!onately burdened by
resource extrac!on and the energy industry in the past and at present.

You should think of AI like a “useful tool” that can poten!ally help gather some informa!on for you; however, you must verify that
the informa!on being gathered is correct, synthesize the informa!on, and cra& your own responses. If you cut and paste answers
from AI without understanding and acknowledging this source, this will be considered a viola!on of the university academic
integrity policy. 

So how should you use AI? 

Later in the semester, I’m going to ask you to complete an assignment by engaging with a large language model on the topic of
Environmental Jus!ce and compare those results with what you’ve learned from reading.
Don’t trust what it spits out. You need to verify the result – by consul!ng a primary source that has been ve"ed by the
profession (textbook, peer-reviewed journal ar!cle).
Be transparent when you use it. That is, write a note on your homework or project to indicate very explicitly which pla'orm you
used and how you used it. “To learn more about this problem, I used Gemini to teach me about topic X, and I refined my prompts un"l
I understood concept Y.”
Never use it to write for you.  Again, you can use it to brainstorm, generate new ideas, gather general informa!on on a topic for
which you are familiar, but you may not use it to write the words in your assignment or project. These must be your work and
your ideas. Moreover, I can tell when student submi"ed work is not their own wri!ng.

Why do I have these rules?  These rules are not in my best interest – they are in your best interest.  Strong wri!ng, cri!cal thinking,
and analy!cal skills are the very skills you will be hired for when you graduate from Pi". Developing these skills requires hard work
on your part, and if you have AI do it for you, you will simply not develop these skills.  It is the development of strong competence
in these areas that will set you apart from others and prepare you for a highly compe!!ve workforce.

 

Communica!on Policy

Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pi".edu) upon admi"ance. This e-mail address may be used by the
University for official communica!on with students.  Students are expected to read emails sent to this account on a regular basis.
Failure to read and react to University communica!ons in a !mely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and
complying with the content of the communica!ons. The University provides an e-mail forwarding service that allows students to
read their email via other service providers (e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to forward their email from their
pi".edu address to another address do so at their own risk. If email is lost as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student
from responding to official communica!ons sent to their University e-mail address.

 

University of Pi"sburgh Diversity and Inclusion Statement
The University of Pi"sburgh does not tolerate any form of discrimina!on, harassment, or retalia!on based on disability, race, color,
religion, na!onal origin, ancestry, gene!c informa!on, marital status, familial status, sex, age, sexual orienta!on, veteran status or
gender iden!ty or other factors as stated in the University’s Title IX policy. The University is commi"ed to taking prompt ac!on to
end a hos!le environment that interferes with the University’s mission. For more informa!on about policies, procedures, and
prac!ces, see: h"ps://www.diversity.pi".edu/civil-rights-!tle-ix-compliance/policies-procedures-and-prac!ces.3

 

I ask that everyone in the class strive to help ensure that other members of this class can learn in a suppor!ve and respec'ul
environment. If there are instances of the aforemen!oned issues, please contact the Title IX Coordinator, by calling 412-648-7860,
or emailing !tleixcoordinator@pi".edu. Reports can also be filed online: h"ps://www.diversity.pi".edu/make-report/report-form.
You may also choose to report this to a faculty/staff member; they are required to communicate this to the University’s Office of
Diversity and Inclusion. If you wish to maintain complete confiden!ality, you may also contact the University Counseling Center
(412-648-7930).

Statement on Scholarly Discourse
In this course we will be discussing very complex issues of which all of us have strong feelings and, in most cases, unfounded
a%tudes. It is essen!al that we approach this endeavor with our minds open to evidence that may conflict with our
presupposi!ons. Moreover, it is vital that we treat each other’s opinions and comments with courtesy even when they diverge and
conflict with our own. We must avoid personal a"acks and the use of ad hominem arguments to invalidate each other’s posi!ons.
Instead, we must develop a culture of civil argumenta!on, wherein all posi!ons have the right to be defended and argued against in
intellectually reasoned ways. It is this standard that everyone must accept in order to stay in this class; a standard that applies to all
inquiry in the university, but whose observance is especially important in a course whose subject ma"er is so emo!onally charged.

 

Geology and Environmental Science Department Diversity Statement

Students, faculty, and guests represent diverse perspec!ves, backgrounds, and experiences which enrich our research and
educa!onal environment.  Individuals of all races, colors, ancestries, genders, marital status, familial status, ages, backgrounds,
beliefs, ethnici!es, gender iden!!es and expressions, na!onal origins, religious or poli!cal affilia!ons, sexual orienta!ons, abili!es,
and other visible and nonvisible differences are welcomed in this class.  We urge all to be mindful in this classroom and to feel
responsible for crea!ng a space that is intellectually rigorous and is a respec'ul, welcoming, and inclusive environment for
everyone.  No demeaning or discriminatory behavior will be permi"ed. If you feel uncomfortable, please feel free to approach me
during or a&er class to discuss the situa!on. 

 

In this class, we will have the chance to indicate the name that we prefer to be called and, if we choose, to iden!fy pronouns with
which we would like to be addressed.  Please approach me if you have such preferences and I will do my best to address and refer
to all students accordingly and support classmates in doing so as well.  I will endeavor to use gender-inclusive and
nondiscriminatory language in all course communica!on and materials.  Your sugges!ons for how to improve the effec!veness of
the course for you personally or other student groups are encouraged and appreciated.  Our faculty is commi"ed to communica!on
from students without judgement.  In addi!on, if any of our class mee!ngs conflict with your religious events, please let me know
so arrangements can be made. 

 

Disability Services

If you have a disability for which you are or may be reques!ng an accommoda!on, you are encouraged to contact both your
instructor and Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William Pi" Union, (412) 648-7890, drsrecep@pi".edu, (412) 228-5347
for P3 ASL users, as early as possible in the term. DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommoda!ons for this
course.

 

Academic and Well-Being Services

There are many resources available to support your well-being while you are at Pi". If you or anyone you know experiences
overwhelming personal or academic stress, persistent difficult feelings and/or challenging life events, you are strongly encouraged
to seek support. In addi!on to reaching out to friends and loved ones, consider connec!ng with a faculty member you trust for
assistance connec!ng to helpful resources. The University Counseling Center is also here for you. You can call 412-648-7930 at any
!me to connect with a clinician. You can also visit the Counseling Center website.

You can reach the University Counseling Center at any !me at 412-648-7930.

You can also contact Resolve Crisis Network at 888-796-8226. If the situa!on is life threatening, call Pi" Police at 412-624-2121
or dial 911.

If the situa!on is life threatening, call the Police:

On-campus: Pi" Police: 412-268-2121
Off-campus: 911

 

Tenta!ve Class Schedule –

 

Module 1: Introduc!on to the Course and Background Informa!on (Week 1)

This module will introduce students to the course and explore their prior knowledge and understanding of what the “environment”
is. Students will learn about the history of the US environmental movement and discuss its problema!c inaugura!on. What has this
meant for the environmental movement in the past and in the present?

Introduc!on to the course
Review of syllabus, establishing classroom/discussion norms and expecta!ons, mee!ng students
Opening discussion: What do we imagine environmentalists to be like? What cons!tutes the “environment”?

Brief history of US environmental movement
Discuss popular framing of the history of environmentalism/environmental figures and cri!que its history of racism,
coloniza!on, etc. in environmental movement
Reading(s): Jedediah Purdy, “Environmentalism’s Racist History,” The New Yorker / Video
Climate Change’s White Supremacy Problem

;
Environmental Jus!ce: Peggy Shepard at TedxHarlem

Assignment: Write a two page double spaced paper answering the following ques!ons: What do you believe
environmentalism and environmental jus!ce to be? What ques!ons do you have about environmentalism and environmental
jus!ce? Why is environmentalism/environmental jus!ce important to you? If any, what flaws do you believe exist in
environmentalism today?

 

Module 2: Intersec!ons of Environmentalism (Week 2)

In this module, students will learn about how colonialism, race, gender, and class intersect with environmentalism. This is meant to
expand what we consider “environmental issues” by discussing the ways in which these issues, and even some “solu!ons,”
dispropor!onately impact and even target specific marginalized groups. This module is meant to be a primer for those of us
unfamiliar with discourse around colonialism, race, gender, and class.

Colonialism & Race
Readings: Video
Na!onal Parks: A Violent Wilderness

; Maria Diaz-Gonzalez, “The Complicated History of the Kinzua Dam,” The Allegheny Front ; Rachel Jones, “The
environmental movement is very white. These leaders want to change that,”  Na"onal Geographic

Gender & Class
Readings: Videos
Is Ecofeminism S!ll Relevant?

and
Climate Change is not Gender Neutral

; Vandana Shiva
Ecofeminism and the decoloniza!on of women, nature and the future

; Shannon Elizabeth Bell and Yvonne A. Braun, “Coal Iden!ty and the Gendering of Environmental Jus!ce Ac!vism in Central
Appalachia,” Sage Publica"ons; Angela Guglio"a, “Class, Gender, and Coal Smoke: Gender Ideology and Environmental
Injus!ce in Pi"sburgh, 1868-1914” Environmental History;

Eco-Ableism
Assignment: Research and discuss a social movement/organiza!on related to the topics discussed this week. What did they do?
Do/did their goals or principles address environmental concerns? If yes, provide examples and if not explain ways in which their
goals intersect with environmental issues. Submit, double spaced, the amount of pages to make a whole argument, answering all
ques!ons.

 

Module 3: Developing an Environmental Jus!ce Framework (Week 3-4)

Readings and assignments for this sec!on will help us develop a theore!cal and analy!cal understanding of environmental jus!ce
which will be u!lized for the rest of the semester. This module will explore EJ theory, from its ini!al concep!on in the 1980s to the
present, comparing tradi!onal environmental principles to EJ theory. Students will also learn about the historical and social drivers
for development and changes of these theories.

History of EJ movement, tying in evolving EJ frameworks below where relevant
Reading: Dorceta E. Taylor’s “American Environmentalism: The Role of Race, Class and Gender in Shaping Ac!vism 1820-
1995”; Luke W. Cole & Sheila R. Foster From the Ground Up: Environmental Racism and the Rise of the Environmental Jus"ce
Movement, p. 1-33 (preface-Chapter 1)

Theory Part 1: Tradi!onal EJ framework
Readings: First Na!onal People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit, Principles of Environmental Jus"ce; Asghar Ali, “A
conceptual framework for environmental jus!ce based on shared but differen!ated responsibili!es. ”

Theory Part 2: Expanding the EJ framework
Readings: David Pellow, “Towards a Cri!cal Environmental Jus!ce Studies: Black Lives Ma"er as an Environmental Jus!ce
Challenge”; Allegheny Health Department, “Health Equity Brief: Environmental Factors in Allegheny County .”

Assignment: Look at the UN's Sustainable development goals. How have they incorporated EJ into the SDGs? Do you have any
EJ cri!ques a&er reading them? At least one page double spaced.

 

Module 4: Redlining, Gentrifica!on and Development (Week 5-7)

This sec!on will establish the built environment as a site of environmental concerns. We will learn about the mechanisms through
which housing and development segregates popula!ons and leads to disparate impacts which will be discussed later in the course.
This module should challenge students by asking: Whom (which popula!ons) or what are we developing? To what ends, and
through what means?

Redlining/Segrega!on
Reading(s): Jerry Dickinson, “Commentary: Pi"sburgh is America’s apartheid city,” Public Source ; Dr. Laura Love",
“Eugenic Housing: Redlining, Reproduc!ve Regula!on and Suburban Development in the United States,” Women’s Studies
Quarterly

Gentrifica!on
Reading(s): Damon Young, “East Liberty Kutz,” What Doesn't Kill You Makes You Blacker

Development
Transporta!on

UC Berkeley, “Environmental Jus!ce and Transporta!on: A Ci!zen’s Handbook”
Land reclama!on and SCI Faye"e

Reading: Robert Todd Perdue, “Linking Environmental and Criminal Injus!ce: The Mining to Prison Pipeline in Central
Appalachia”; Aboli!onist Law Center, “No Escape: Exposure to Toxic Coal Waste at SCI Faye"e”

Addi!onal readings: Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Repara!ons,” The Atlan"c
Assignment: Choose a Pi"sburgh neighborhood facing gentrifica!on (from list provided by instructor). Take a trip there with
a classmate or classmates and discuss your experience: What did you no!ce? How does it relate to what you have learned in
this module? Submit two pages double spaced for your discussion.

 

Module 5: Air and Water Quality (Week 8-11)

This module will discuss the ways in which poor air and water quality dispropor!onately harm underserved communi!es. We will
first become familiarized with health impacts caused by poor air quality before discussing how this relates to housing, race, class,
and gender through a local case study. Guest speakers will discuss the impacts of air pollu!on in their communi!es,
obstacles/challenges they face in comba!ng pollu!on, and their organiza!on’s current programs/ac!ons/events. The second half of
this module will similarly discuss water quality in rela!on to EJ using a case study of fracking and water quality in SWPA.

Air Quality
Case study: Braddock, PA / Monongahela River Valley

Video “
Man-Killing Jobs and Environmental Racism

” and John Fe"erman’s Braddock
TED Talk

; h"ps://pacokeovens.org/air-pollu!on/
Reading(s): The Breathe Project, 10 Health Facts You Need to Know; Kris!na Marusic, “Environmental Jus!ce in Pi"sburgh:
Poor, minority neighborhoods see higher rates of death from air pollu!on,” Environmental Health News ; Kreger, Mary, et al.
“Crea!ng an Environmental Jus!ce Framework for Policy Change in Childhood Asthma: A Grassroots to Treetops Approach.”
American Journal of Public Health, vol. 101 Suppl 1, Dec. 2011, pp. S208-16.; Bell, Michelle L., and Keita Ebisu.
“Environmental Inequality in Exposures to Airborne Par!culate Ma"er Components in the United States.” Environmental
Health Perspec"ves, vol. 120, no. 12, Dec. 2012, pp. 1699–1704.
Assignment: Find an ar!cle discussing harmful air quality measurements in Pi"sburgh, list and discuss where the piece lacks
informa!on or discussion on communi!es of color and underserved communi!es. Submit your discussion one page double
spaced.

Water Quality
Reading: UNESCO’s The Global Water Quality Challenges and SDGs
Case study: Safe Drinking Water in Pi"sburgh & Fracking in Southwestern PA

Drinking Water Readings: Schaider, Laurel A., et al. “Environmental Jus!ce and Drinking Water Quality: Are There
Socioeconomic Dispari!es in Nitrate Levels in U.S. Drinking Water?” Environmental Health: A Global Access Science Source,
vol. 18, no. 1, Jan. 2019, p. 3.; US Water Alliance, An Equitable Water Future Pi"sburgh ; Switzer, David, and Manuel P.
Teodoro. “Class, Race, Ethnicity, and Jus!ce in Safe Drinking Water Compliance*.” Social Science Quarterly, vol. 99, no. 2,
June 2018, pp. 524–535.
Fracking: Eliza Griswold “When the Kids Started Ge%ng Sick,” The New Yorker; Video Eliza Griswold
Amity and Prosperity

; Maryam Jameel “Rural Pennsylvanians say Fracking Just Ruined Everything,” HuffPos t
Assignment: What has prevented the government (whether that be federal state, local, or regulatory agencies) from stepping
in and taking appropriate ac!on? What would you do in the face of regulatory failure? Submit your thoughts doubled
spaced, as much as you need to make your point whole and clear.

 

Module 6: Food Insecurity & Food Sovereignty (Week 11-12)

This module will establish food as an environmental jus!ce issue. We will discuss the ways in which housing (and related issues
covered in Module 4) impacts access to food and how this impacts certain popula!ons dispropor!onately. This sec!on will also
discuss how this relates to colonialism in both historical and contemporary contexts.

Reading(s): Understanding Food Insecurity in the City of Pi"sburgh ; All My Rela!ons Podcast, Food Sovereignty: A Growing
Movement ; Ellio", Bethany, et al. “‘We Are Not Being Heard’: Aboriginal Perspec!ves on Tradi!onal Foods Access and Food
Security.” Journal of Environmental and Public Health, vol. 2012, Dec. 2012, p. 130945.
Assignment: Explore the USDA Food Access Research Atlas  in areas that ma"er to you. Look for trends in urban vs. rural
areas. What is food accessibility like in your hometown? In Pi"sburgh? What surprises you about the map? What doesn’t?
Submit a 2 page double-spaced summary of your thoughts.

 

Module 7: Environmental Jus!ce Today (Last Week)

This module will examine the current state of the environmental movement and US environmental policy. Students will be expected
to apply new knowledge and EJ frameworks to determine whether EJ principles are being pursued and fulfilled and think about
ways in which they can implement EJ theory in their day-to-day lives and careers.

Readings: Sana Sethi, “The modern environmental movement: How did we get here ?”; Sophie Yao, “How the largest
environmental movement in history was born.” ; Robin Wall Kimmerer, “Braiding Sweetgrass.”
Assignment: Choose a Pi"sburgh area neighborhood iden!fied as an Environmental Jus!ce Community by the Pennsylvania
DEP . Where do occupants purchase groceries? How accessible is drinking water? How and where is waste managed and
accounted for? Public transporta!on? Bike lanes? Submit your detailed map, (legend, colors, labels) and a two page double
spaced summary of what you learned.
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